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Michigan Library Users Will Be Harmed  
by Order to Abolish Federal Agency 
 
LANSING – An execu�ve order to eliminate the federal Ins�tute of Museum and Library Services 
would decrease access to informa�on and resources provided by libraries in Michigan and 
na�onally, said leaders from the Michigan Department of Educa�on, the Library of Michigan, 
and library advocates. 
A recent execu�ve order issued by the Trump Administra�on calls for elimina�ng the na�on’s 
only federal agency for America’s libraries. 
“A dismantling of the Ins�tute of Museum and Library Services would have nega�ve 
implica�ons for every American and the library services on which they rely,” said State 
Superintendent Dr. Michael F. Rice. “This ac�on would decrease access to books and other 
library materials and would harm residents in Michigan and across the country, especially those 
who live in small and rural communi�es.” 
The Ins�tute of Museum and Library Services is the single largest source of cri�cal federal 
funding for libraries and makes up a substan�al por�on of each state library agency’s funding.  
 
“The Library of Michigan is commited to serving the residents of our state with effec�ve and 
impac�ul library services,” said State Librarian Mr. Randy Riley. “It would be difficult for The 
Library of Michigan and all the na�on's state libraries to successfully advance their missions 
should federal funding be eliminated.” 
The Library of Michigan is receiving nearly $4.8 million in federal funds this fiscal year from the 
Ins�tute for Museum and Library Services under the Museum and Library Services Act of 2018, 
with the funds suppor�ng statewide ini�a�ves and compe��ve grant programs for libraries. 
These funds are used to provide a range of services and programs to public, academic, and 
school libraries and librarians, as well as Michigan residents. 
“Michigan’s 1,277 public, school, academic, Tribal, and special libraries are anchors for literacy, 
technology access, and life-long enrichment, and the mission and support of the Ins�tute of 
Museum and Library Services are cri�cal to con�nuing the ins�tute’s important role in our 
communi�es,” Riley said. “Successful and impac�ul programs would disappear without these 
funds.” 
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In Michigan, the funds support: 
• Michigan eLibrary (MeL) eContent: Statewide access to subscrip�on magazines, 

newspapers, reference books, eBooks, and more on a wide range of topics for all age 
groups at MeL.org. In 2024, Michigan residents accessed 19.2 million trusted ar�cles and 
journals through MeL. 

• MeLCat Catalog: Statewide access to physical books and other items from 435 public, 
academic, and school libraries around the state at MeL.org. One million items were 
loaned throughout Michigan through MeLCat in 2024. 

• Workforce Development: Statewide access to tests, tutorials, and prepara�on materials 
for K-16 students and job seekers in LearningExpress at MeL.org. 

• Improved Local Community Services: Training for public, academic, and school librarians 
on MeL content and a wide range of library programming and community services. 
About 3.1 million people atended public library events in Michigan in 2024. 

• Early Literacy Support: Summer reading and early literacy materials and training for 
public librarians to support family literacy, which supported 651,603 visits in fiscal year 
2023 by children to early literacy programs in Michigan’s public libraries. 

• Local History Support: Training and materials to assist libraries, museums, and historical 
socie�es in preserving their community local history. 

• Technology Support: Assistance and training for public library staff to improve and 
increase community access to technology and access to the internet. This support is 
realized through 97% of public libraries offering Wi-Fi and Michigan residents making 
10.7 million Wi-Fi connec�ons at the library, as well as checking out 101,127 internet 
hotspots in 2024. 

"Educators and students across the state of Michigan u�lize the services provided through 
Ins�tute of Museum and Library Services funding daily for essen�al resources such as tools for 
early literacy, reliable research databases, career explora�on and test prep resources,” said Ms. 
Chris�ne Beachler, president of the Michigan Associa�on of School Librarians. “The MeL 
databases, in par�cular, are cri�cal for helping students understand the value of research, 
appreciate the importance of valida�ng sources, and make connec�ons between different 
topics, all of which are necessary for building informa�on literacy skills." 
In addi�on to the funding received by the Library of Michigan, in 2024 the federal agency also 
provided $69,999 to Michigan’s Tribal libraries through the Na�ve American Library Services 
Basic Grants program and $433,095 in Na�ve American Library Services Enhancement Grants. 
The Library of Michigan supports statewide ini�a�ves and compe��ve grant programs for 
libraries with federal funds received under the Museum and Library Services Act of 2018. For 
further informa�on on Library Services and Technology Act funds in Michigan, please see the 
fact sheet for federal fiscal Year 2023 and state fiscal year 2024 at www.michigan.gov/LSTA. 
 

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.MeL.org/1/01010195b4492773-659426a4-b3cb-4a5d-8729-dea7dca89a76-000000/ahdJK5k1ZS1c6Vsva2hlrJyy2YfBqYS0WqURo_wGQlM=397
https://www.mel.org/welcome
https://www.learningexpresshub.com/ProductEngine/LELIndex.html#/learningexpresslibrary/libraryhome?AuthToken=A9A9F87A-8F22-458C-AB2E-3CBFEDE030A9
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/http:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2FLSTA/1/01010195b4492773-659426a4-b3cb-4a5d-8729-dea7dca89a76-000000/qD1BcGBTGz2pj5THXKIoDOSgYrMullOaN_127hw-ghs=397

