
 

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J oint S tatement on IMLS  from Michigan 
Libraries , Mus eums , and Archives  

 

On March 14, 2025, Pres ident Trump is s ued an Executive Order (EO) that advers ely affects  the 
only federal agency that provides  res ources  to our nation’s  libraries , mus eums , and 
archives . The EO “Continuing the Reduction of the Federal Bureaucracy” directs  the Ins titute of 
Mus eum and Library S ervices  (IMLS) to eliminate non-s tatutory programs  and reduce its  
functions  and pers onnel to the minimum required by law. For IMLS, this  would mean a dramatic 
reduction in its  s cope and capacity to s upport our nation's  cultural ins titutions . Libraries  and 
mus eums  acros s  the country will feel the effects  of thes e cuts , particularly in areas  reliant on 
dis cretionary funding and s pecial initiatives . 
 
Michigan receives  modes t federal funding from IMLS, but our 397 public library s ys tems , 87 
academic libraries , nearly 3,000 s chool libraries , 650 mus eums , and hundreds  of his torical 
organizations  pride thems elves  on us ing thes e res ources  efficiently and innovatively to deliver 
outs tanding programs  and s ervices . The changes  to IMLS ordered in the EO would be 
devas tating to the cultural and literary lands cape enjoyed by all Michigan res idents . 

https://ppazmveab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e3uIJLicwRA_jP156-mIECp625DO24f-Yb0ojOLzmO2xS6iBq7_KbbZQz30xM8cNcboV68E5Q_U-3ffP7CYxMep7bqWDc4r-W5b83qE1-r18xvDaeqKPCUKm-LHyaHiL_B76et8nU__yNfW3Xfk3Qav08Tq4ZibZFrptirl86za0P_vyzqh3rKyt7j1bHrUyYh7A3Jrrzm6qfpQBR0oqF4KL8f-sMEDM-xq-hL4eSjfM8ofy6t-U712lqnMd6A54WFNGQFv-9nVQ-KmYFlAuyw==&c=KO94dqsL_u3mSlyUbkiNaTPYtKioBIYZ_NC14TIkL6tyHacw3rDuqg==&ch=_i1Ew_7NPHWBAcwaz9gKN3DlgNvE2TkPYHk1yhAoxwad3NstrQm80g==
https://ppazmveab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e3uIJLicwRA_jP156-mIECp625DO24f-Yb0ojOLzmO2xS6iBq7_KbRjikgg4XVvNVZ1sthFSeXq87SsGUc1T909dRKy4OeQ1IV5CvzgVDluVczKKU8NQr9QyhpAt4C5GPNohCzbiaDJdRPFuf6gR_Mgk-ZLKcXWy&c=KO94dqsL_u3mSlyUbkiNaTPYtKioBIYZ_NC14TIkL6tyHacw3rDuqg==&ch=_i1Ew_7NPHWBAcwaz9gKN3DlgNvE2TkPYHk1yhAoxwad3NstrQm80g==
https://ppazmveab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e3uIJLicwRA_jP156-mIECp625DO24f-Yb0ojOLzmO2xS6iBq7_KbUAxV7U8JUg1sGShAVf1zuaxNp4vBmsmu4h0PBzK3h_ldqHZt9O55FORe5vZEzKFZeKzQ8whgOXANo5OIP4C2YPxItf3AmwAew==&c=KO94dqsL_u3mSlyUbkiNaTPYtKioBIYZ_NC14TIkL6tyHacw3rDuqg==&ch=_i1Ew_7NPHWBAcwaz9gKN3DlgNvE2TkPYHk1yhAoxwad3NstrQm80g==
https://ppazmveab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e3uIJLicwRA_jP156-mIECp625DO24f-Yb0ojOLzmO2xS6iBq7_KbX-247MSzxFmBgw0B_AMFVvibjTQhqDZwPTIVEIlr43809_VLdjwgNu2xSKScEW3IVCBe6FHFDmDn5cm0YogE9yIy4Rx-AFJjQ==&c=KO94dqsL_u3mSlyUbkiNaTPYtKioBIYZ_NC14TIkL6tyHacw3rDuqg==&ch=_i1Ew_7NPHWBAcwaz9gKN3DlgNvE2TkPYHk1yhAoxwad3NstrQm80g==
https://ppazmveab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e3uIJLicwRA_jP156-mIECp625DO24f-Yb0ojOLzmO2xS6iBq7_KbbEStoAlMHADbLJmpffpJlNTLLsxeBYfawOScaJy4hTG-ntT4y-IAzhcgMAnir0F8HhaaGr4N50Dtej7UkIKl7FqB94xFGLx_g==&c=KO94dqsL_u3mSlyUbkiNaTPYtKioBIYZ_NC14TIkL6tyHacw3rDuqg==&ch=_i1Ew_7NPHWBAcwaz9gKN3DlgNvE2TkPYHk1yhAoxwad3NstrQm80g==
https://ppazmveab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e3uIJLicwRA_jP156-mIECp625DO24f-Yb0ojOLzmO2xS6iBq7_KbbZQz30xM8cNMf7hsW-KCmNiAyZoOkB1wRs-Sdf9UmuXSLJgTf1j1ZPt2CrS1AsPYLMrxNd7xxPO5HMgsF9PZTXxybLZklMX5-QUDrRpoPnV&c=KO94dqsL_u3mSlyUbkiNaTPYtKioBIYZ_NC14TIkL6tyHacw3rDuqg==&ch=_i1Ew_7NPHWBAcwaz9gKN3DlgNvE2TkPYHk1yhAoxwad3NstrQm80g==
https://ppazmveab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e3uIJLicwRA_jP156-mIECp625DO24f-Yb0ojOLzmO2xS6iBq7_KbbZQz30xM8cNrEnU48PoHLP90MrlUzBzPxcRnv9FjDnCfdaWHNtg7Pa67LDa0tCsMkNhMVnk2lAVtHJJddAj7KLCn6wo6K1Ahz3YZz_NRTU8tcO_UhlJSgI=&c=KO94dqsL_u3mSlyUbkiNaTPYtKioBIYZ_NC14TIkL6tyHacw3rDuqg==&ch=_i1Ew_7NPHWBAcwaz9gKN3DlgNvE2TkPYHk1yhAoxwad3NstrQm80g==
https://ppazmveab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e3uIJLicwRA_jP156-mIECp625DO24f-Yb0ojOLzmO2xS6iBq7_KbbZQz30xM8cNwhps6ZsVL-WOt4x_OTu1fQfVUPLUZ_W4-5IjQfFLFWu9KjBFMVwznn2OoPDk3tbWWkuOZ-E0dIXJz6k3fQv8Pxzgr-LDbPLu&c=KO94dqsL_u3mSlyUbkiNaTPYtKioBIYZ_NC14TIkL6tyHacw3rDuqg==&ch=_i1Ew_7NPHWBAcwaz9gKN3DlgNvE2TkPYHk1yhAoxwad3NstrQm80g==


 
What is  at s take if IMLS reduces  its  workforce and dis mantles  programming, funding, and 
s ervices  to our libraries , mus eums , and archives ?  
 
Clos e to $2.25 million/year in individual grants  to our libraries , and an additional $1.77 
million/year for our mus eums  and archives  could be affected. 
  
In addition, the Library of Michigan may be advers ely affected if the $4.78 million Grants  to 
States  were to ceas e including: 

 

• the Michigan Electronic Library (MeL and MeLCat) –  a centralized catalog and res ource-
s haring s ervice (inter-library loan) created to lend and s hare materials  among all types  of 
libraries  in Michigan  

• MeL databas es  that are us ed extens ively by our academic and s chool libraries    
• travel s tipends  for library s taff to attend profes s ional development opportunities  to s tay 

current with trends  that affect the profes s ion  
• funding for cohorts  on financial s us tainability, digital literacy, artificial intelligence, and 

public library management  
• excellent training and educational opportunities  for all library workers  through 

participation in Niche Academy offerings  
  
We s trongly s upport continued funding and s taffing and implore Pres ident Trump to res cind 
this  Executive Order. Our goal is  to ens ure that the IMLS continues  to fund worthy and es s ential 
library, mus eum, and archival programs  that benefit Michigan communities  well into the future. 
 
In Fis cal Year 2024, the government s pent $6.75 trillion, exceeding its  revenue and res ulting in a 
deficit. While the s tated purpos e of the EO is  to reduce bureaucracy and was te, it is  
unreas onable to target the federal funding allocated to libraries  and mus eums  that repres ents  
jus t a tiny fraction –  approximately 0.0043% in FY 2024 –  of the federal budget. This  minimal 
inves tment s upports  ins titutions  that are vital to education, cultural pres ervation, and 
community enrichment. 
 
While funding for the remainder of Fis cal Year 2025 (ending Sept. 2025) has  been appropriated 
to the IMLS in the newly approved Continuing Res olution, we have no guarantees  of funding for 
IMLS in the Fis cal Year 2026 budget. 
 
It is  time to take a s tand and s peak up today by calling, writing, emailing, vis iting, or s ending a 
letter to your federal elected officials . We encourage you to us e one of the links  below that have 
been s et up by various  national organizations . 
 
Contact your legis lators  and tell them to continue fully funding IMLS –  both dis cretionary 
programs  and thos e explicitly mandated by law. Don’t forget that your communication will be 
s tronger by adding your own words , and how this  will affect you, your cultural ins titution, and 
your community. 
 
American Library As s ociation: 
https ://app.oneclickpolitics .com/campaign-page?cid=9CyapZUB9s orxFLO4J 0c&lang=en 
 

https://ppazmveab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e3uIJLicwRA_jP156-mIECp625DO24f-Yb0ojOLzmO2xS6iBq7_KbbZQz30xM8cN2O3MXwb6caLuu6idHSyzV6PKwFxYMvnrTWN1IppG77FDZmct4TO89dwKKSmdqFKuvVQDMP0g9TqzDTAuHOcMTliIvTm-9XjZkLDJk7AcJItjrNMfl14CEW0351rF64Z-a4gtJ_LjWfMvOl17TuSUYnHa9uBdnRIJPYl3yaG5MSs=&c=KO94dqsL_u3mSlyUbkiNaTPYtKioBIYZ_NC14TIkL6tyHacw3rDuqg==&ch=_i1Ew_7NPHWBAcwaz9gKN3DlgNvE2TkPYHk1yhAoxwad3NstrQm80g==


EveryLibrary: 
https ://action.everylibrary.org/s aveimls 2025 
 
American As s ociation for S tate and Local History: 
https ://www.congres s web.com/aam/94/ 
 
American Alliance of Mus eums : 
https ://www.congres s web.com/aam/95/ 
 
Collectively, we the unders igned, s tand together and call on all Michiganders  who value reading, 
learning, his tory, and enrichment to take a s tand in s upport of our libraries , mus eums , and 
archives . We urge Pres ident Trump to res cind the EO targeting IMLS and implore Congres s  to 
continue fully funding IMLS at levels  that protect both dis cretionary and s tatutory programs .  
 
S incerely, 

 

Deborah E. Mikula 
Deborah E. Mikula 
Executive Director, Michigan Library 
As s ociation 
 

Steven Bowers 
Steven Bowers  
Pres ident, Library Cooperatives  of Michigan 
 

Christine Beachler 
Chris tine Beachler 
Pres ident, Michigan As s ociation of School 
Librarians  
 

Mies Martin 
Mies  Martin 
Pres ident, Michigan Academic Library 
As s ociation 

 

Lisa Craig Brisson 
Lis a Craig Bris s on 
Executive Director, Michigan Mus eums  
As s ociation 
 

Elizabeth Nicholson Green 
Elizabeth Nichols on Green 
Pres ident, Michigan Archival As s ociation 
 

Larry J. Wagenaar 
Larry J . Wagenaar 
Executive Director and CEO, His torical Society 
of Michigan 
  

 

 

https://ppazmveab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e3uIJLicwRA_jP156-mIECp625DO24f-Yb0ojOLzmO2xS6iBq7_KbbZQz30xM8cNjKRqxeyNoqjFCQIwnB9zSuPHbg6KcI8y1LhtlJnLQlljhVygMaG0fj9OesqZQpktnOkNc7hYRNI9pIQavtv0rf8J8sCjRyosNysXxlx1Kdpd0PZK72wQGQ==&c=KO94dqsL_u3mSlyUbkiNaTPYtKioBIYZ_NC14TIkL6tyHacw3rDuqg==&ch=_i1Ew_7NPHWBAcwaz9gKN3DlgNvE2TkPYHk1yhAoxwad3NstrQm80g==
https://ppazmveab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e3uIJLicwRA_jP156-mIECp625DO24f-Yb0ojOLzmO2xS6iBq7_KbbZQz30xM8cN4BtSoQySGmkOO7XQtIX0B1UHvkrudz3igEtFVJjPwwc5Tj3ASfdXmogd38zN33rJGpax6kRsiBN1ecusK-E5P4clHTaY676Dvxbpwx17IxY=&c=KO94dqsL_u3mSlyUbkiNaTPYtKioBIYZ_NC14TIkL6tyHacw3rDuqg==&ch=_i1Ew_7NPHWBAcwaz9gKN3DlgNvE2TkPYHk1yhAoxwad3NstrQm80g==
https://ppazmveab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e3uIJLicwRA_jP156-mIECp625DO24f-Yb0ojOLzmO2xS6iBq7_KbbZQz30xM8cNtNt_6xu3jSwrvlUZQB2xztYYzSOi_owYx8A4gVsBMkWomRr7t1x6XjL41QgX6HBihnFttl1cw_IU3VVHjX0uXSoLVhvyl6VMLAMnaNZK5wE=&c=KO94dqsL_u3mSlyUbkiNaTPYtKioBIYZ_NC14TIkL6tyHacw3rDuqg==&ch=_i1Ew_7NPHWBAcwaz9gKN3DlgNvE2TkPYHk1yhAoxwad3NstrQm80g==

